
 

 

BERKLEY ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting of February 17, 2026 
 

6:30 PM  
 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Called to order 6:31PM by Chair Richardson 
Present: Tricia Losey, Jason Benedict, Mark Richardson, Madeline 
Alexander, Councilmember Gary Elrod 
Absent: Noel Rendleman, Caroline Brohn-Dicks, Alex Brown 

 
2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve by Losey, second by Alexander. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes, January, 2026 meeting  

Motion to approve by Losey, second by Alexander. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
4. Public Comment 

Chair Richardson called for comment. There was no response from the 
public.  

 
5. Chairperson’s Report: (Richardson) 

Richardson confirmed BEAC will host a bike corral at the Berkley Art 
Bash on June 13, 2026. 
 

6. City Council Liaison Report: (Councilmember Elrod) 
Councilmember Elrod shared  

• Southfield is considering programs over composting and 
solar energy; may serve as model for Berkley 

• City is moving into the budgeting cycle 
• State Representative Natalie Price presented to Council 

recently to discuss priorities at the state level and how 
they affect local governments 

 
7. Liaison Report: (Brown) 

Absent, but shared the following notes before the meeting 
• New members have been appointed by Council.  
• Requesting timelines for scheduling a tour of SOCRRA 

facilities 
• Requested timelines for e-recycle days.  



 

 

• Meeting with DTE to discuss their EV charging options for 
the parking lots downtown.  

• No updates on Berkely days to share at this time.  
• MOGO bikes are still being used; pending discussion with 

DDA. 
• Shared SOCRRA data; refer to Appendix 

 
8. Action item: finalize and adopt 2026 events calendar 

Proposed the following event dates 
 
Event Proposed Date 
Berkley Art Bash (bike corral) June 13, 2026 
Native plant bed installation June 3, 2026 
E-recycling event – spring May 23, 2026 
E-recycling event – fall October 10, 2026 
Clothing swap – spring TBD – partnership with library 
Clothing swap – fall TBD – partnership with library 
Native plant sale – spring May 31, 2026 
Native plant sale – fall September 12, 2026 
SOCRRA tour TBD 
Berkley Street Art Fest (bike 
corral) 

TBD – July 2026 

Touch a Truck (bike corral or 
table) 

TBD – fall 2026 

 
Motion to table for confirmation at next meeting by Losey, second by 
Alexander. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
9. Discussion Item: Work Plan Priority: increasing Berkley Recycling rates (all) 

Richardson summarized recycling statistics shared by Brown; refer to 
Appendix.  
 
Richardson reminded BEAC of goal of reaching the Michigan state 
average for recycling, which is currently at 25% with State goal of 
reaching 30% by 2029, and shared resources available to cities to 
improve recycling adoption.  
 
Richardson invited BEAC to review guidance at 
http://www.recyclingpartnership.org  
 
Richardson noted state grant programs exist to support improvement 
of recycling adoption. While the deadline has recently passed for this 
year, we intend to explore for future years.  

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-
management/recycling 

   
Richardson confirmed goals for BEAC are education and creating 
opportunities for improved recycling adoption.  

 

http://www.recyclingpartnership.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/recycling
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/recycling


 

 

10. Discussion Item: Work Plan Priority: review Berkley Energy Efficiency Plan 
(all) 

Richardson referred to the Berkley Energy Efficiency Plan, which was 
adopted in 2019. See 
https://berkleymi.gov/PDF%20Downloads/BerkleyEnergyPlan_July2019-
compressed.pdf.  
 
Richardson proposed reviewing progress to the plan through inquiry of 
the City Manager. Elrod agreed to discuss with City Manager Crystal 
VanVleck at their next regular meeting.  

 
11. Discussion Item: comments and updates on other work plan priorities 

Tabled until future meeting 
 

12. Old Business:  
Recommendation for locating native plant bed (All) 
 Tabled until future meeting 

 
13. New Business:  

Richardson discussed possibility of adding additional members to the 
BEAC.  
 
Motion by Losey to propose update to the BEAC member count - from 
seven to nine, second by Alexander. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
14. Announcements: 

SEMCOG General Assembly is scheduled for March 19, 2026 in Detroit.  
https://semconnect.semcog.org/Events/Events/Event_Display.as
px?EventKey=GA031926 

 
15. Adjourn. 

Motion by Alexander, second by Losey. Motion carried unanimously.  
  

https://berkleymi.gov/PDF%20Downloads/BerkleyEnergyPlan_July2019-compressed.pdf
https://berkleymi.gov/PDF%20Downloads/BerkleyEnergyPlan_July2019-compressed.pdf
https://semconnect.semcog.org/Events/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GA031926
https://semconnect.semcog.org/Events/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=GA031926


 

 

Appendix: Shared Items related to item 7. Liaison Report: (Brown) 

 



 

 



 

 

 


